Why Non-Fiction/Informational Text?

80% of ISTEP Language Arts is non-fiction.

Boys like nonfiction/girls like fiction (elem. Teachers are usually female so they choose fiction)

“Reading to learn” and “learning to read” are not mutually exclusive.

Kids need the vocab, especially kids from poorer backgrounds.

“The vocabulary heard in school is potentially richer than the vocabulary heard outside school. Oral speech tends to use a smaller vocabulary than written speech.19 Almost all of the rare words that we know have been gained from print—print that we read silently or that is read aloud to us.” (*Hirsch)
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Nonfiction gives kids a knowledge base to build on.  Kids who have been exposed to nonfiction in the early years will have more “prior knowledge” later.

Prepare students for what they will read most of their lives: newspaper stories of civic interest, political debates, popular books and magazines, entry-level college texts, job-related reading, high school exit tests and SATs, directions and commentaries by employers, testimony heard by juries, etc. (*Hirsch)
Nonfiction & Fluency:  How does that work??

We need to place a great deal of emphasis in early grades reading classes on nonwritten, oral activities—on adults reading aloud coherent and challenging material, on discussing it, on having children elaborate on these materials. There is every scientific reason to predict that an intensive focus on oral language development during the classroom reading period in early grades will not only raise reading achievement for all students, it will also help narrow the gap between social groups. (*Hirsch)
Use nonfiction for your read alouds.  Model fluency / build vocab / build content area knowledge.   
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