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[image: Cover image for Tarra & Bella : the elephant a...]Kindergarten   Corduroy by Don Freeman
This is a terrific story about a girl whose mom cannot afford to buy her a stuffed 
bear so the girl uses her own savings to buy the beloved bear. While at the department 
store waiting for a child to choose him, Corduroy has many adventures. But of course, he would rather live with the girl who loves him so much. Perseverance and friendship are the lessons learned from this classic story.
First Grade   Tarra & Bella by Carol Buckley 
If you didn’t hear this story when it hit the TV and Internet circuits, you saved yourself a box of hankies. Tarra is a resident of the Elephant Sanctuary in Hohenwald, Tennessee, a natural habitat for needy elephants. As the copious photos and straightforward text explain, many of the elephants pair off into BFFs. Tarra had no such buddy until she mysteriously struck up a friendship with a dog named Bella. They did everything together: walked, played, bathed, ate, and even barked. Cute, but hardly newsworthy—until Bella hurt her spine. For two days Tarra did not move from the spot where she had alerted people of her injured friend, then she beelined for the barn where Bella was recuperating. Her vigil became the stuff of interspecies legend, and the 12-picture montage of their reunion, with Tarra’s trunk curling affectionately around the mutt, is indeed something to behold.
[image: http://www.ronroy.com/images/ph_atoz.jpg]Second Grade
Second grade students want to read chapter books and there are many excellent series for these kiddos including, of course, the Magic Tree House series.   Another lesser known but excellent series is the A to Z Mysteries by Ron Roy.  Two boys and a girl find adventures and solve mysteries and the reader gets to learn a little something along the way.  There is a terrific A to Z website, too, for web enthusiasts:  www.ronroy.com/atoz . The whole family can get involved with these characters and stories. 
[image: http://2.bp.blogspot.com/_Nt6QK7u6pqk/SC27zdNBf-I/AAAAAAAABcs/Es32dQpbYWw/s320/May08+PatriciaPolacco.jpg][image: Cover image for The long winter]Third Grade
Any book by Patricia Polacco! We have studied this amazing, prolific author a bit and have lots more books to go this year. Barnes and Nobles has lots of her titles in stock and all are available on amazon.com 
Grade 4   The Long Winter, by Laura Ingalls Wilder
Every kid ‘ought to read the “Little House” books, and this is one of the most edge-of-your-seat, gripping adventure stories ever written. (That means boys will like it as much as girls!)  An eight month blizzard stops the trains from delivering stores and supplies to the little town of DeSmet, Minnesota and the Ingalls family, along with the Wilder boys and the folks in the town, go through a lot to survive and the reader is left in amazement at their abilities to make it through this adventure! 
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For the whole family: Christmas Remembered by Tomie dePaola
And Little House Christmas Treasury: Festive Holiday Stories 
By Laura Ingalls Wilder
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